Rapid detection of Chlamydia psittaci in vaginal swabs of aborted ewes and goats by enzyme linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA).
An enzyme linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) for the detection of Chlamydia psittaci in vaginal swabs of aborted ewes and goats has been developed using microtiter plates coated with sheep anti-Chlamydia immunoglobulin G. This technique was compared to the direct isolation of the agent by plaque assay on McCoy cells. Among 89 specimens from animals in infected flocks, 58 were positive by both methods, seven were only positive by ELISA, and nine others were only positive by direct isolation (plaque assay). None of the 75 specimens from animals in healthy flocks gave a positive response in ELISA or the plaque assay. Unlike direct isolation in cell culture, the ELISA technique permitted the detection of Chlamydia even in the absence of special care in sampling and conservation of specimens.